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by John Sanders 
 

G reetings from the post-camp, pre-mission project frazzled 
world of student ministry! God did some amazing things at 
summer camp ð I canõt wait to tell you all about it! 

 I am convinced that summer camp is a vital part of any healthy stu-
dent ministry calendar. Over the course of my twenty years in student 
ministry, I have seen more happen in the lives of students at camp than 
anywhere else. 
 I am a believer in summer camp for a personal reason as well: it was 
at a camp in 1979 that I came into a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. It was at a camp in 1988 that I sensed Godõs call for me to enter 
into Christian ministry. Through the prayers of others and the working 
of the Holy Spirit in me, I came to understand Godõs will for my life. 
My life was forever changed because of those summer camp experi-
ences, and I have been privileged to see the same type of changes occur 
in many other lives since then. 
 Thank you for praying for our students and adult leaders while we 
were at Super Summer Camp last month. We saw some very encourag-
ing things happen that cause me to believe God is stirring the hearts of 
our students toward a great revival. Here are some of the highlights: 

  
 ̧ Two of our students trusted Jesus Christ for salvation 

 

 ̧ Five of our students felt God calling them to enter full-time 
ministry 
 

 ̧ Last year we took 23 to camp; this year we had 45 
 

 ̧ Our students learned how to share their testimony ð one of 
our middle school students, who has been a Christian for only 
seven months, shared his testimony last week during our mid-
dle school worship service 
 

 God has blessed us with a tremendous group of students. He has 
called the most caring and capable adult leaders to minister to them 
each week. We are poised for excellent ministry in the fall. We plan to 
offer on-campus Bible studies at Plant High, Robinson High, Blake 
High, Cambridge Christian, Wilson Middle, Madison Middle, and Cole-
man Middle schools. We are going to saturate campuses with the love 
of Christ through campus-specific outreach events and tailgating vari-
ous sporting and academic events (weõre still looking for an old panel 
truck or bus to transform into our FBC Tampa Student Ministry Tail-
gating Machineé). At the end of the day, it is our goal to have pointed 
middle and high school students to Jesus. 
  Thank you for the privilege of ministering to your teenagers! As 
always, I welcome your prayers! Feel free to stop by our entry point 
events (high school meets on Sunday nights at 6 p.m. and middle school 
meets on Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m.) to say hello and to experience 
first-hand what God is doing. 
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Staff  Perspective 



FEATURES 
4 Q & A with the Staff  

Pastor Brian addresses the ques-
tion: Is it Biblically correct for 
Christians to defend themselves and 
their families? This is the second of 
a two-part series that addresses  
believers serving in the military. 

 
6  Neighborhood Block Party  

Reach out and discover who your 
neighbors are. A cook-out and 
movie will highlight this evening. 

 
9 Senior Adult VBS 
Learn to be a òkid in Christó during 
this special VBS for you. 

 
10  Kidz Praise 

Kick off the new year on September 
7 with brand new music. 
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This and that... 

Average BIBLE 
STUDY Attendance 

to Date 

223 
 

Average WORSHIP  
Attendance to Date 

336 
 

GIVING to Date 

$471,526.48 
 

Over/(Under) Need 

$(53,770.52) 

Contents Volume 1, No. 4 

10 Check These Books Out 
City on Our Knees, Through My Eyes, 
and Approaching God  are featured 
this month. Visit the library  for 
these and other books to read. 

 
11 For Your Calendar 

August birthdays, anniversaries, 
Bible reading plan, and Wednesday 
dinner menus; September, October, 
and November calendar highlights. 

COLUMNS 
2 Staff Perspective 

John Sanders reflects on student 
camp. 

 
5 1st Person 

Diane Meyer focuses on her in-
volvement with WMU.  

 
REGULAR CONTENT  
3 This & That  
 
4 Nursery Schedule 
 
8 Ministry Notes  

Find out the activities scheduled for 
children, youth, young adults, and 
the upcoming Womenõs Fall events. 

 
8 Missions Moment 
 
 TUESDAY, August 16 

10:00 a.m. 
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 Nursery schedule 
 

Interim Preschool Coordinator 

John Sanders 
john@fbctampa.org 

 
Sunday, August 7 
Desk: Connie Nathan 

Infants & Crawlers: Erin DeLoach, 
Trudy Dodson  

Walkers: Emily Roman, Kevin Roman 
3s & 4s: Jackie LaMay, Debbie Lail, 

Nikki LaMay, Danielle Lail 
Kg: Alex Jones, Kim Bell 

PM: Connie Nathan, Ann Rose 

 
Sunday, August 14 

Desk: Tara Dembowczyk 
Infants & Crawlers: Susan Beran, 

Caitlin Beran  
Walkers: Jessica Ayers, Abby  

Stanford 
3s & 4s: Dianne Hutchinson, Wendy 
Heagey, Danielle Heagey, Whitney 

Hutchinson 
Kg: David & DeeDee Adetutu 
PM: Connie Nathan, Ann Rose 

 
Sunday, August 21 

Desk: Sharon Gant 
Infants & Crawlers: Linda Pittman, 

Kim Evans  
Walkers: Paul & Diane Meyer 

3s & 4s: Caroline Brinson, Sandy 
Jorgensen, Kathy Kelly 
Kg: Doug & Lynn Jones 

PM: Connie Nathan, Ann Rose 

 
Sunday, August 28 

Desk: Sue Horton 
Infants & Crawlers: Emily Jones, 

Kelly Pruett 
Walkers: Brian & Jennifer Harris 
3s & 4s: Chris & Jackie Haight,  

Jan Burns 
Kg: Joe & Stephanie Teasley 

Q & A with the Staff 
 

In light of Jesusõ instruction to turn the other cheek, is it 
right for Christians to defend themselves and their families 
such as if an intruder breaks into their homes? 
 
(Editorõs Note: This is a continuation of the article from the July issue of 
Connections. In this second part the issue of the Christianõs view toward war 
is addressed.) 

 
The Argument for War  
 The argument for war (serving in the military) is similar to 
that of self defense, however, a handful of other pertinent verses 
deserve mentioning. The clearest passage for supporting the 
military is Romans 13:3-4 where we read that the government 
is an agent to do good and it was given the sword for a purpose. 
The context allows for capital punishment as well as military 
interventions. First Peter 2:13-14 echoes this passage.  
 Another important passage is Luke 3:14 where some Roman 
soldiers approached John the Baptist and asked what they had 
to do to be right with God. Johnõs response included their need 
to be content with their wages which assumes their profession 
was not a problem.  
 Beyond these passages that are proof texts for the military, 
Romans 12:21 instructs the church to overcome evil with good. 
In most cases that might included living righteously so that un-
righteous living is overshadowed, but at times doing good to 
overcome evil requires military force. What would have hap-
pened had the world allowed the evil of Hitler to continue? Al 
Qaeda? Consider what MacArthur says: 
òNot to restrain evil is neither just nor kind. It fails to protect 
the innocent and has the effect of encouraging the wicked in 
their evil. Proper restraint of evil, however, not only is just but 
is beneficent as well.ó 
 
Principles for Self Defense 
 Now that we have seen the biblical case for self defense and 
the military it is time to consider some basic principles in their 
use. First, when it comes to self defense the idea is to protect 
oneself and others from physical harm, not the loss of property. 
Second, the least amount of force necessary should be used. 
Third, physical force should be the last resort.  
 
Principles for a Just War  
 For centuries, theologians and church leaders have been 
hammering out the concept of a òjust waró which means a mili-
tary action that is morally justifiable. The argument is that not 
every war is just and grounds must be developed to gauge the 
justness for the follower of Christ. Some of the early champions 

See Q&A, p. 10 
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1st Person 

M ore than three years ago, I received an invitation to attend the monthly meeting of Women 
On Mission. What a blessing it was for me! Women On Mission is the name given to local 
groups of the Southern Baptist Womanõs Missionary Union, or WMU. WMU is more than a 

century old and evolved from local groups of women who gathered to pray for missionaries. I was new to the 
Baptist church and was excited to discover what WOM was all about. So, what did I find?  
 I found a group of prayer warriors and mature, caring women with a passion for demonstrating the love 
of Jesus by helping others. Many have been members of FBC for nearly fifty 
years and personify the warm, loving, friendly, and welcoming character of 
our church. 
 I met and developed a deep admiration for Jeanne Horton, a devoted 
woman, who has served in a leadership role in this group for more than 
thirty years. It is, in part, through her faithfulness and perseverance that this 
group prospered while five others disbanded due to declining membership.    
 I immediately felt a kinship to this group of women who, through faithful 

giving, supports the Florida Baptist Childrenõs 
Home, Metropolitan Ministries, Mission Tampa, 
and Pure Water, Pure Love (a project which pro-
vides water purifiers and filters to missionaries 
abroad). It is a group that also supports and en-
courages congregational participation in the 
following annual projects: furnishing backpacks 
and school supplies for migrant children; pro-
viding ditty bags filled with personal hygiene 
products for children and adults who visit the 
mobile dental clinic in Ruskin; providing bags 
of toiletries and other items to the Seamanõs 
Ministry for crews of ships that visit the Port of 
Tampa; supporting Samaritanõs Purse which 
provides Christmas gifts to children all over the 

world; and organizing the Souper Sunday food drive for the needy in Tampa 
Bay.     
 There are also opportunities to utilize our creative talents to demonstrate 
the love of Christ to our community such as by making Valentineõs favors for 
underprivileged students at a local school and òhandkerchief  babiesó for par-
ents of premature newborns.     
 WOM knows the importance of cultivating in our children and teens an 
interest in reaching others for Christ through missions. They fervently advo-
cate missions education and activities for our children and students and have 
created the Annie Ruth College Scholarship Fund for students who are pursuing 
Christian education. 
 Are you looking for a place to serve and have a heart for missions? I would encourage you to attend one 
of our monthly meetings. The rewards are great. And letõs pray that mission-focused activities will continue 
to grow and thrive in our church, particularly with regard to our children and students.  
 For more information about WOM contact Diane Meyer at meyd3@inbox.com. 

2011 Maquire State 
Mission Offering 

Theme 

Compelled by 
#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ  

Compassion 
 

Mission Involvement 

 ̧Mobile Dental 
Unit 

 ̧Migrant/Haitian 
+ÉÄȭÓ "ÁÃËÐÁÃËÓ  

 ̧3ÅÁÍÁÎȭÓ  
Ministry  

 ̧3ÁÍÁÒÉÔÁÎȭÓ 0ÕÒÓÅ 
 ̧Souper Sunday  
 ̧Florida Baptist  
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÍÅ 

 

Participants 

~25 women 

Fast facts 

Ȱ"ÕÔ ×ÈÅÎ (Å ÓÁ× 
the multitudes, He 
was moved with 
compassion for 

them, because they 
were weary and 

scattered, like sheep 
having no  
ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄȢȱ 

Matthew 9:36   

Women On Mission: Change a Life, Change the World 
by Diane Meyer 
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Feature 

A s part of  our effort to reach out to the neighborhoods of  South Tampa and be-
yond, we will host a Neighborhood Block Party on Saturday, August 20 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Vila Brothers Park located at 700 N. Armenia Ave (between Armenia 

and Tampania, and Carmen and Lemon). We will provide grilled hot dogs, chips, popcorn, 
and drinks and show a movie on a large inflatable outdoor screen. 

 This is designed to be a lifestyle evangelism outreach event. We 
will send out flyers the week prior to the event to all the homes 
from Armenia on the east, MacDill on the west, and from Cypress 
on the north to Kennedy on the south inviting them all to join us 

for this special neighborhood event. 
 What can you do? Here are sev-
eral ways you can be part of  this 
event: 
 First, plan now to be there. The 
fun is for you, too. 
 Second, we will need some help in 
three or four very important areas:  
 

1.) Set-up before hand.  
2.) Food prep (grilling hot dogs) 

and serving. 
3.) Clean-up during and after. 
4.) Friendly people to welcome  

those attending from the 
neighborhood, smile, mix, min-
gle, and say òhello.ó If the situation arises, it would be great to 
invite them to church and perhaps even tell them the difference 
Jesus has made in your life. 

 

 We will show a first-run feature length movie suitable for family 
viewing, yet with a recognizable title, enjoy some great hot dogs, 
have some great fun, see a great movie, and reach out to an entire 
neighborhood community at the same timeéand have loads of fun 
doing it. Make your plans to be present for this very special event 
Saturday, August 20, 2011, at 6:30 p.m. (except for those involved in 
set-up).    
 

Neighborhood Block Party 
Saturday, August 20 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 
Who 

Our neighbors 
 

What 

Food, a movie, 
and fun 

 
Where 

Vila Brothers 
Park 

(700 N. Armenia Ave.) 
 

When 

August 20  
@ 6:30 p.m. 

 
Why 

To build  
relationships 

with our  
community 

Fast facts 




