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Staff Perspective

Mike Horton

N o sooner than the early
church had formed, the need
for pastoral and family care be-
came an issue. The scene that
unfolds in Acts 6 revealed con-
cern that some widows were not
being cared for adequately in the
rapidly growing young church.
It had become more than the
“ministerial staft” of the young
church could handle on their
own, so it was decided that godly
men would be drawn out from
among the congregation and set
apart for a very special ministry,
and with it the new role of the
“deacon” was born.

Just like then, we consider
pastoral and family care a very
important facet of church life.
Our staff prays weekly for those
who have shared prayer needs,
and the pastor, along with the
other members of our ministerial
staff, seeks to minister to our
church family in times of per-
sonal crisis, counseling, deaths,
weddings, sickness, and much
more. It is our joy and privilege
to be a part of your lives in this
way. You can help us help you by
calling the church office when
you know someone has been hos-
pitalized or has some other need.

Beginning with the election
of our new deacons we will add a
new facet to our Pastoral and
Family Care Ministries, with the
addition of an active Deacon

see BENEVOLENCE, p. 9

Annual Easter Egg Hunt

There are two great special events right around the corner ynd we
need your help and support to staff these activities:

Easter Egg Hunt

Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt,
which will follow the format of
last year’s hugely successful event, y
will be held on Saturday, April
23. As usual we will need indi-
vidually wrapped non-chocolate
candies, and plenty of plastic
Easter eggs. Please begin to bring
them right away, so we will have
plenty for all. And, like last year,
we will need a large staft of per-
sonnel to man the egg hunt, the
concession stands, and the attrac-
tion events, as well as a crew to
help set-up and clean-up. Sign-up
this week and join us on Saturday,
April 238, for great fun and fellow-
ship, and the opportunity to min-

The FBC Tampa annual Easter Egg Hunt is

. Ry . scheduled for Saturday, April 23. We'll need
ister to families in our community plenty of plastic eggs and wrapped candy be-

fore hand, and volunteers the day of the event.

with young children.

Memorial Day Concert

The second upcoming event will be a special Memorial Day public
concert at one of the downtown parks. This event will feature a con-
cert honoring Veterans and families of those currently deployed on
active duty. We will have two information booths for our church at
the event as well as a number of other information booths for aid to
both Veterans and families of deployed active duty military personnel.
There will also be the usual snow cone and popcorn concessions as
well as some children’s entertainment.

This event is designed to remember those who have given their
lives in service to our country, to honor those living, and to care for
the families of those deployed. It will be a great opportunity for us to
minister in a very special way to these very special families in our
community and to express both our love for them and the love our
Lord has for them as well. Make your plans now to be a part of this
great outreach event and look for more details coming soon.
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Ministry Administration

In a functional biological family, members are involved in its daily life.
Some people cook, some clean, some take out the trash, some do re-
pairs, and all care for each other while interacting with the world out-
side. What a great model for the church family as well. In an effective
church family its members are involved in its internal function while

evangelizing the world outside. Internally,
Don Jones some serve on committees, some teach, some
Administration Pastor greet at the doors, while others volunteer to

help clean and set up classrooms, and so on.
First Baptist Church of Tampa is a growing family with rapidly
increasing needs and opportunities for service. To enjoy the delight of
church family life we must engage in the fulfillment found in serving
the family.
So what are the opportunities available at FBC? The family’s needs
are many. Some areas of service are:

1 Volunteer Office Support Team - Assisting in daily office ad-
ministration

1 Operations Team - Helping with weekly cleaning and room
set-up projects

1 Maintenance Team - Helping with special renovation and re-
pair projects

1 Food Service Team - Helping with weekly food preparation
and serving

1 Technical Team - Assisting with sound and light production
for Sunday services

1 Greeting and Security - Helping on our First Impressions
team with hosting and providing security for the church family

ry Fqyithogesasking questions like, “May I help you, please,” the an-
swer is a robust and cheerful, “Yes!” All who live in the family can and
should serve in the family using each one’s passions and gifts.

For those interested in putting your God-given gifts to work, see
me or Pastor Brian to find out how to engage in this incredible church
tamily. We can be reached by phone at 813.251.2425 or by email at
don.jones@ftbctampa.org or brian@tbctampa.org.
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Easter Sunday
April 24, 20

Please save the parking
places closest to the
church for our guests and
4 sif foward the middle of

| rhe pews o make room.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Happy Birthday...
Apr 1 Jed Clarke
Karina Johnston
Jared Robbins
Jamisha Thames

Apr 2 Valerie Williams
Jan Burns
Laurie O’Keefe
Sandy Juettner

Apr 8 Chris Calkin

Apr 4 Rosa Lou Ryals
Mary Lynn Ketchey
Stuart Rogers

Apr 5 Harry Mains
Richard Brinson

Apr 6 Jeremiah Corley
Elle Hickman
Samantha Blazejack
Joshua Dembowczyk

Apr 7 Don Horton
Dee Dee Adetutu

Apr 8 Barbara Alling
Casey Ducey
Apr 10 Kathy Kelly
Jessica Mark
Lily Hotchkiss
Apr 11 Sylvia Ogsbury
Ophelia Williams
Apr 12  Lindsey Post
Joshua Walker
Lydia Roman

Owen Gilbert
Harrison Pruett

Apr 13

Carmen Mofthtt
Bryce Hencke
Beau Brittain

Apr 17

Apr 19  Jeanne Horton s: %
O =
Apr 20  Sue Horton o
Apr 21 Cynthia Monroe ; @2
Apr 22  Abbie Ware
Leslie Futch
Tracy Lee Peabody TUESDAY, APRIL 12
10:00 a.m.
Apr 24 Kirby Jungers
Apr 25 Maria Eduarda Brawne
Apr 27  Ryan Hutchinson
Lauren Snider
Apr 28  Earlene Setzer
Betty Foster
Michael Llewellyn
Apr 29  Nicole Zamore
Apr 30  Elizabeth Montoto

Jack Stiles

April 14 8:00 a.m
Potbellies Restaurant

Happy Anniver
Apr 2 Chris & Lisa Blowers
23 years

Apr 3 Ken & Sue Beran
29 years

Apr 4 Mark & Lori Jungers
30 years

Apr 20 Herbert & Janet Holk
26 years

Apr 22 Larry & Margaret McGrath
61 years

Apr 26 Gordon & Susan Finch
36 years

Apr 27 Mark & Kimberly Evans
20 years

Apr 30 Bob & Darleen Block
17 years
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Check

T h e g

The Reason for
God: Belief in an

The Age of Skepticism
REASON |by Tim Keller
ifor Keller, a pastor in

GOD New York City,
Beliefin an Age breaks this book
of Skepricin | into two parts: one
tackles some pretty
lofty subjects that skeptics often
propose and the second offers sup-
port for biblical Christianity. Chap-
ter headings include, “There Can’t
Be Just One True Religion,” “How
Could a Good God Allow Suffer-
ing?,” “The Church is Responsible
for So Much Injustice,” “How Can
a Loving God Send People to
Hell?,” Science Has Disproved
Christianity,” “You Can’t Take the
Bible Literally,” “The Clues of
God,” “The Problem of Sin,” and
“The Reality of the Resurrection.”

Crazy Love.: Over-
whelmed by a Re-
lentless God

by Francis Chan

In this landmark

W book, Chan, a pastor
¥ in California, draws
the reader to remem-
ber the basic, yet fundamentally
important, truth that God loves
you. The central thesis is that
God’s love for you is so amazing
that it should produce an awe in
you to live radically different for
Him. This book is written for all of
the followers of Christ who sense
deep within them that something
is not right about the intersection
of their faith in Christ and every-
day life. Chan’s book is a call to
explore the depth and riches of
God’s love and to be transformed

by it.

These books, and many more,
are available in the library.

 Bvarigelisng MinisTry

Thank you, First Baptist, for heartily supporting our efforts at reaching
out to the Tampa Bay community on February 26 for Saturday Soldiers
We had a number of families we needed to contact and we successtully
achieved our goals.

As we move further into 2011, there are a number of events planned
that will help First Baptist Church of Tampa continue to be a light in

; ; the Tampa Bay community. From our Conversa-
Chns HGlght tional Evangelism training to opportunities to in-
Evangelism Pastor  vite your friends and neighbors to special events,

we can begin to spread the Good News of the Gos-
pel. Please pray and consider how God can use you in His command to
make disciples of all nations.

A number of you have already stepped forward and asked how you
could help support our evangelism initiatives. (If you haven’t asked and
would like to know, email me at chris.i.height@gmail.com.) I truly be-
lieve that, because of our willingness to obey His Great Commission,
the Lord is blessing FBC Tampa by stirring our baptismal waters
afresh! All praise and honor to our Lord Jesus Christ.

WALKFoRLIFE

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2011

NAOVER \
o,

Two Locations:
Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church & Idlewild Baptist Church
Walk begins at 8:00am

Life Impact Network
Advancing a Culture of Life

COLLEGE, fromp. 7

and sets our minds and hearts free to begin experiencing His Spirit, un-
derstanding His Truth, and Living out His Love for mankind.

On Sunday nights, we have been walking through the book of Eccle-
siastes and as we study this wonderful book of purpose and joy, we have
seen that despite our best effort to leave God in the box up in the closet,
in the end the only way to truly understand life’s pains, pleasures, and
purposes is to allow Jesus to be our Lord and have his way in our hearts.
At times, this will be painful and at times we will war with our flesh and
try to return Jesus to the box, but at every turn His Grace and leader-
ship is right there beckoning us to follow after Him. It is with this
mindset and understanding of the supremacy of Christ and in humble
submission to His Will that we seek to gather each week to worship
Him through the singing of songs, lifting of hands, and the reading of
His Word. We also seek to take what He reveals to us and live it out
loud on our campuses, in our city, and throughout our culture.

Please join us on Sunday nights at 7:30 p.m. in the Culbreath Chapel
as we pursue Jesus and seek His leadership as we pray to see Him re-
leased from the box and unleashed on our city!

glorifzing God by mahing_j disciples by being disciples

Senior Adults Ministry

Joy Club is off and running and I want to thank each of you for your
tantastic attendance at these events. We can do all types of things, but
the special ingredient in all of them is YOU! Our next Joy Club meeting
will be on Tuesday, April 12 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Our theme for

Worship Schedule

this month is Easter. Our plan is for Joy ;

Club to always be a joyful event, but Easter M|ke |-|0rt0n
is a special time of joy for God’s people as Seniorr Associate Fastor
we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord,

and all that we are given through it. We have a special musical guest,
Thomas Shelton, scheduled for this Easter Joy Club meeting. You will
be greatly blessed as he comes to sing for us. There will be great fun,
tellowship, delicious food, door prizes, and more. Don’t dare miss it!

Joy Club Singers got off to a great start with a total of nine present.
We want to invite you to join us, too, on the first and third Wednes-
days of each month at 10:00 a.m. in the Choir Room. We are going to
have a great time singing together. We have no performance pressure;
we will just sing when we are ready. Our goals for the group are for
you to gain vocally, musically, and spiritually and just plain have great
fun singing together. No experience is required, so come and join us.

Special Note: Due to food costs and the increasing cost of paper
products, beginning with our May Joy Club meeting it will be neces-
sary to raise the cost of the meal to the same cost as our Wednesday
evening meal: $5.00. This will still include a hot, high-quality meal,
beverage, and dessert: all for only $5.00. We believe this is still an ex-
cellent bargain for the great programming, the warm fellowship, the
outstanding entertainment, and a terrific meal each month. Thanks for
your understanding.

Note that there will be NO JUNE JOY CLUB MEETING due to
VBS and other events occurring at the Church during that month.

Those attending the Hoop-De-Doo: We will depart from the
Church at 3:00 p.m. on the dot on Tuesday, April 5 to attend the 5:00
p.m. dinner show.

Please let me know immediately if you wish to join us on Friday,
April 8, to attend the EPCOT Center International Flower and Garden
Festival, so we can accommodate all of our transportation needs.

Reservations to be a part of the Gulf Coast Tour the first week of
May need to be made immediately to secure adequate room reserva-
tions and attraction tickets. Please see Mike right away to sign up for
this great trip opportunity. The cost of the entire week including all
room accommodations, most breakfasts, all attraction tickets, and
transportation is only $4:50 for the 7-day trip.

Remember, you may not be able to teach an old dog new tricks but
tailure to learn new tricks is guaranteed to make you an old dog, so
spend time with the Lord in His Word and in prayer this week, then go
out and learn and do something new!

Sunday Morning Worship

Apr 8 “Prepared for a Purpose:
Joseph”
Genesis 347

Apr 10 “Prepared for a Purpose:
Moses”

Exodus 3

Apr 17 “The Passover”
Exodus 12

Apr 24 “Christ: The First
Fruits”

1 Corinthians 15:24

Sunday Evening
Apr 8 CrossTraining (7/8)
Apr 10 CrossTraining (8/8)
Apr 17 Missional / Community
Night
Apr 24 Easter (No p.m.)

By the Numbers

PARTICIPATION

Bible Study
(Last Year Worship
Feb 27 247 (204) 338
Mar 6 262 (203) 330

Mar 18 268 (178) 398
Mar 20 222 (202) 350

Average Sunday School: 239 (170)
Average AM Worship: 356

RECENT GIVING

Feb 27 oo, $ 9,050.85
MAT 6 oo $24,461.99
Mar 18 oo $11,948.87
Mar 20 oo $18,039.10

Weekly Requirement  $17,509.43

GIVING To DATE
Needed Thru Mar 20...$210,113.66
Actual thru Mar 20 ....$193,497.93
Over/(Under).......... $(16,615.23)
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Separation & Divorce support gr
Wednesdays 6:3030 p.m.
Room 30(C

DIVORCE

SALT. Miﬂi@‘bl‘y (Single Adults Loving Truth)

m very excited to announce a new upcoming ministry called Grief-
hareWhat is GreifShareGriefShareés a friendly, caring group of peo-
ple who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult ex-
periences. You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone.

D

Single Mon

Revived in Christ

OHope & Help for
Principles of
Bible Study
Wednesdays 6:3030 p.m.
Room 30\

L 5”?41%6 liec[t(ﬂ lf%em glg §}§r|e %‘Oup

al’ fShar@emmars and support groups are led by people who under-

h

and what you are going through and want to help. You'll gain access

to valuable GriefShareesources to help you recover

. from our IOWI and look grward to rebuilding your
be on Wednesday nights

nh. tntil 850 H p- R

We will first be doing a Boot Camp to train leaders to run the Grief-
Sharerogram. We want anyone who has a desire to be a leader to call
the church and give your contact information to us before April 15.

Greg Pﬁntle

2Friday Fal
Film Fellow

April 29

For All Singles and their Families,

We don’t want you to forget that we also have two other ministries
Ti)ltllyl on Wednesday nights: DivorceCarend Single Moms Revived by

DivorceCarglivorce recovery and share group) takes place from

§.ﬁ1i)7 untll 8:30 p.m. Single Moms Revived by Chrisbm 6:30 p.m.

Out51de of the current ministries that are coming from the singles
department, we believe that there is still room for more. And while we
ave a ministry geared towards single moms we want to engage single

S. A

May 20
For All Singles

parents throughout our church and our community A new strategy

t is called “Siggle and Parentmg will be comm ard th end g
ﬁs summer. [t j:ires 1q e hurkand challgn es y si
parents and their children. Today, 26% of all children are eing raised
by single parents. Even more alarming, 41% of all births this year will

be to unmarried mothers. We hope to make a profound difference in the
lives of these single parents and their children. And just like the above

Welcome To Our
New Members

By Letter
Travis & Kim Bell

By Statement
Daryle Whitaker
Thomas Tyler

By Baptism
Jordan Hill
Michael Gruber
Tanner Heath
Joe, Jules and Joe Whitaker
Kyle Barber

ministries, this ministry too, is Christ-centered in its focus and will be
lead by a lay-led ministry team.

UPCOMING EVENT:
April 29, 2011 — Fifth Friday Family Film Fellowship (includes: pop-
corn, movie-type candy, soda and more!)

STILL IN PLANNING STAGE:

End of April to early May — Boating & Island Picnic

Get your island picnic basket, sunscreen, and your favorite beach chair
ready to have fun in the sun! You will discover your port of call doesn’t
have to be expensive. But you will be guaranteed to have tons of fun!
Date and time to be determined.....just be ready!!!!!

One last thing: single men of all ages are being encouraged to come
together and participate in a Single Men’s Prayer and Bible Study
Group. I am looking for this group to meet either early in the mornings
or in the evening. The meeting can be at church or in someone’s home.
Please leave a message through the church office for me indicating your
desire to participate and preferred meeting day and time.

glorifzing God by mahing_j disciples by being disciples

King's Kids Children’s MinisTry

Our King’s Kids will be refreshed this
spring with our new curriculum from
Group Publishing. This five-week
Easter Module titled The Ultimate
Transformerwill take us from God’s
taithfulness as Jesus’ life is foretold, to a confident knowledge that Jesus
is alive! We'll see Jesus as the Son of God and Messiah, we’ll praise Him
out of our love for Him, and we’ll learn to trust in His incredible love of
each one of us. Be sure that your King’s Kids don’t miss a single week
beginning Sunday, April 8.

Sunday evenings will continue to be a thrill as
we finishupour Ki dds Tr avel Gui dlﬂ{nn.bn%f
PsalmWe've been learnlng together and will com- Ll dren's Director
plete our thirteen-week journey on Sunday night,
April 10.

Let’s look forward to our annual Easter Egg Hunt and Outreach on
Saturday, April 23. Of course we all know that we are also gearing up
for a fantastic 2011 VBS, The Big Apple Adventuile; week of June 13-
17, and the very next week of June 20-24 will be Summer Camp Week
tor our current 2nd through 5% grade King’s Kids.

There is so much to be thankful for this spring..
tor each one of our King’s Kids!

.and I'm thankful

BENEVOLENCE, from front cover

Family Ministry program. Every family in our church will be assigned
to a deacon who will be your personal caregiver in special times of need.
Each of them will be tasked with contacting each family in their small
tamily pod to establish an open line of communication. Additionally, un-
der the leadership of Greg Bentley we have established a very active
ministry for caring for single adults. This ministry includes Divorce
Care, Grief Share, Divorce Care for Kids, and Single Parenting. If you
find yourself, a family member, or anyone you know in one of these
critical times in their lives, be sure to invite them and put them in con-
tact with Greg as well.

Benevolence and the homeless are very special needs that touch all
of our hearts and, on occasion, all of our lives. These are very difficult
areas with which to deal. Frequently they can only be managed on a
case-by-case basis, and even then with great difficulty. Though it is hard
to believe, often there are those who are homeless by choice. We will
always offer prayer and spiritual comfort to those in need and will offer
assistance in various other ways as we are able. When this help requires
funds, please remember that these funds come from the benevolence of-
terings you give following each observance of the Lord’s Supper. We
never give cash directly and encourage you not to do that either. We are
also formulating some guidelines on how to handle the homeless and
benevolence needs we encounter.

Thanks for your help and support as we tackle this very difficult

area of ministry in a very difficult period in time.

FAMILYLIFE presents
the artof @

marriage

sponsored by the
tampa bay baptist
e 2 3&dbciation

hosted by fOC tampa

may 6-7/

$45per couple /
$25 per single

info:
fbctampa.org/
art_of _marriage

You MUST register
online to attend this
conference. Childcare

will not be provided on
site, but contact Pastor

Brian for options.

FAMILYLIFE" presents
the artof @

marriage
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Preschool Schedule

PREsCHOOL COORDINATOR

KiM EVANS (466.8554)
kime@fbctampa.org

SUNDAY, APRIL 3
Desk: Lisa Sanders
Infants: Emily Jones; Linda Watts
1s: Erin DeLoach; Trudy Dodson
2s: Linda Pittman; Alex Kiester
3s & 4s: Dianne & Whitney
Hutchinson; Danielle Lail
Kg: Jackie & Nikki LaMay

Sunday Night:
Connie Nathan & Robin Kurian

SUNDAY, APRIL 10
Desk: Kimberly Evans
Infants: Susan & Caitlin Beran
1s: Cynthia Monroe; Meagan Suarez
2s: Sybil French; Emily Roman
3s & 4s: Alex Jones;
Debbie & Danielle Lail
Kg: David & DeeDee Adetutu

Sunday Night:
Connie Nathan & Robin Kurian

SUNDAY, APRIL 17
Desk: Susan Hoffstetter
Infants: NEEDED
1s: Paul & Diane Meyers
2s: Caroline Brinson;
Sandy Jorgensen
3s & 4s: Joe & Stephanie Teasley
Kg: Rathy Kelly; Justin Evans

Sunday Night:
Connie Nathan & Robin Kurian

SUNDAY, APRIL 24
Desk: Jan Burns
Infants: NEEDED
1s: Mary Lawrence;
Jamesha Thames
2s: Timothy Jones; Darleen Block

3s & 4s: Chris & Jackie Haight;
Kelly Pruett

Kg: Doug & Lynn Jones

Sunday Night:
Connie Nathan & Robin Kurian

FirsT Foundations Preschool Ministry

irSt Foundations picture this: You fall asleep one Satur-

l day night and when you wake up, it is
ﬁ Easter Sunday. So you search the
house until you find a basket full of

Preschool Ministry of ¥BC Taripa goodies. You are told by your parents
that a bunny left it for you..... because you are special.

As parents, we can end the story there, or we can use the traditional

Easter basket as a teachable moment to point our little ones towards the
Giver of All Goodies: Jesus Christ.
. Just as your child did nothing to earn his/her
K|mber|Y EVGnS Easter basket, we cannot do anything to earn sal-
Preschool Director  vation...it is a gift, left for us because we are spe-
cial to God.

I'm going to assume your child’s basket has chocolate because we all
know that a basket without chocolate is just plain wrong! Chocolate is
sweet, chocolate makes you feel good. Maybe the basket holds toys or
games. Such treasures are fun and bring a smile to our faces. A life in
obedience to Christ is sweet, makes us feel good and brings a smile to
our faces.

This month your child will hear the word “victory” often. Christ
was victorious in death. During December, your preschooler learned
how Baby Jesus was born to come and save us from our sins. This
month, we build on that to show a grown Jesus who died on the cross
for us but He had victory over death and rose again!

So enjoy the chocolate (or give it to me) but remember to talk to
your precious one about the victory that took place on Resurrection

Sunday....all because they are special to God.

0Jesus | thank you that
Your spilled blood was for me
Death could not hold you in the grave
But you rose victor.i

Our department has grown so much and I'm so grateful for those of
you who have stepped up to fill the needs. As always, if you can spare a
couple of hours a month, you will be the one blessed for having done so.
Please contact me, I have many ways in which you can volunteer; some
don’t involve working directly with the children.

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

Speaking of our volunteers, this month’s honored volunteer is a huge
blessing to our children! You can find her every Wednesday night in
her classroom, getting it ready for Sunday. On Saturday, she calls her
students to tell them how much she is looking forward to seeing them
in class. She is a shining example of godliness to us all! This month’s
Volunteer of the Month: Lenora Horton!

ousl
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Discipleship & Assimilation MinisTry
Don’t forget to register for May 6-7 The Art of Marriageonterence
that we are hosting for the Tampa Bay Baptist Association. This is a
video-driven conference that is designed to be much like Family Life’s

amazingly popular A Weekend to Remershékrences. The conference
begins on Friday at 7:00 p.m. and finishes that night at 9:30 p.m. It re-

sumes Saturday at 9:00 a.m. and concludes at .
4:00 p.m. The cost is $45 per couple and $25 Brian DembOWCZYk
Discipleship Pastor

per single which covers conference materials

for each participant and snacks. Go to our
church website (tbctampa.org) and follow the link to register online
with a credit card. You MUST register online. People are already regis-
tering so register today before it’s too late!

Several nationally known speakers (e.g. Dennis and Barbara Rainey,
Voddie Baucham, Al Mohler, and Paul David Tripp) will cover topics
including the purpose of marriage, isolation, roles, communication, and
intimacy. Why not invest two days into your second most important
relationship—your marriage? Childcare will not be provided at the
church, but groups are forming to provide childcare in homes. Contact
me for more information.

The move of the church library to the room oft the dining room is
almost finished! The grand re-opening will occur soon so

Jeremiah, John MacAr-
thur, Tim Keller, David
Platt, Francis Chan, Mary 4
Beth Chapman, and more. o o
Here are some other
tidbits you need to know about the new library:
1 To start, the hours to browse and borrow will be Sunday 8:30-9:15
a.m., 12:00-12:30 p.m., and 5:15-5:45 p.m and on Wednesdays be-
tween 5:00-6:15 p.m. You can return a book at anytime.

1 We still need volunteers to cover each “shift.” We have a new easy
-to-learn computer system and you can drink coftee too! See me if
you want to invest in discipling people in this simple way.

1 The plan is to set-up the primary coffee station on the first floor in
the library. So once it opens plan on stopping in to grab coftee, and
browse through the books for a few moments.

watch for details. Thanks so much to Jack Ryan of the

mobile church library for his ,

invaluable help! If you know BB s The

Jack or ever have a chance to i e REASON

meet him, tell him “thanks.” L ‘ kil for

Not only will the library be [ :‘m NOMIC s i GOD

q a qegl location and have a EUUUN Belicfin an dge

new look (think more of a book of Skepticism

store), but we have also e mfmﬂ
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the latest books by David O ‘ o : 1 \

Q&A

Someone asked if the devasta-

tion in Japan was because God
is loving but not all-powertful, or
because God is all-powerful but
not all-loving. Which is it?

It’s neither. You see, there are

several fundamental flaws with
the question. Let me briefly ad-
dress a few and then give my per-
spective of Japan.

(1) Godds full nesstg
ignored. The major problem
with this question is that it
ignores God’s other equally
important attributes, such as
His justice. We are in danger
whenever we focus on one of
God’s attributes at the exclu-
sion of others.

(2) The Fall is ignored. We may
be able to directly attribute
certain events to God (e.g. the
Babylonian Captivity) while
others have to be attributed to
sinfulness and the fallen world.

8)A flawed view
presupposed. Not everything
painful is bad. A surgeon in-
flicts pain for a greater good.
The presupposition is that Ja-
pan was bad and purposeless.
That may not be the case.

(4) The opposite question is
never asked. How come the
world never seeks God’s hand
in “good” things?

(5) 't assumes t heg
deserve even worse. The
Holy Spirit is presently re-
straining evil to a degree.
Imagine what we should see?

So how would I explain what hap-
pened in Japan? I would say that
God is all-loving and all-powerful
(sovereign). I would also say that
things like Japan happen mostly
because of the curse of the Fall and
that is what Jesus seeks to reverse
and crush under His feet. Want to
read more? Visit
missionaldiscipleship.blogspot.com
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Coming Soon...

MAY 2011
6-7 Art of Marriage Conference
8 Mother’s Day
10 Joy Club
12 Men’s Prayer Breakfast
20 SALT Block Caté
21 Children’s Choir Rehearsal
22 Children’s Choir Program
30 Memorial Day Concert

JUNE 2011
9 Men’s Prayer Breakfast
18-17 Vacation Bible School
14 Women on Mission
19 Father’s Day
20-24 Children’s Camp

JULY 2011
8-9 Single Women’s Conf.
10 Online Sunday School
Training
11-15 Student Camp
14 Men'’s Prayer Breakfast

Photos from 2011 D-Now:

Family Supper Menu

April 6, 2011
Roast Turkey

Dressing & Candied Yams
Option: Chicken Nuggets
April 13, 2011
Pork Tenderloin
Baked Potato; Broccoli
Option: Cheeseburger
April 20, 2011
Roast Beef
Mashed Potatoes; Vegetables
Option: Corn Dog
April 27, 2011
Baked Chicken

Yellow Rice; Black Beans
Option: Chicken Wings

Student Ministry

’ ’ ’
Collegiate MinisTry
It’s a difficult thing to admit
defeat. I don’t know about you,

but I really like to win, and p ara /

really dislike to lose. Maybe I wwniTwsip sapenence far peung sdu b
am a little too competitive, but

it I am completely honest when I play go-fish with my son, there have
been times, I have looked at his cards (some would call that cheating) in
order to find a match and win the game! And

while, sometimes, I feel the sting of guilt as I rob N(]te TYler
my five-year-old of victory, part of me rational- Collegiate Director
izes it by telling myself I am preparing him for a

world that won’t let him win, and won’t coddle his emotions.

Being a homeschool parent means that I spend a lot of my time
playing games and reliving the glory days of being a young child. In
the past two weeks, much of my time has been spent reading Dr. Seuss
and The Bearenstain Bears, counting to 100, writing my ABCs, and, of
course, playing games. My son’s favorites are go-fish (which I owned
up to cheating at), checkers (which I strategically dismantle him at of-
ten), and the worst game in the history of Hasbro: Candy Land. My son
and I play this game at least twice a day, and in the past two weeks, I
have won this game one time. And that one time was a fluke where I am
pretty sure he counted spaces wrong and could have beaten me it he’d
been paying attention. Earlier today we sat down to play this terrible
game and two things hit me:

1. This is a dumb game that should be set ablaze!
2. A lot of us treat our walk with Jesus as a game!

What I mean is that we want to have Jesus in our possession, sitting
on a shelf, awaiting our attention but we don’t want to play it all the
time, and at times we find Jesus frustrating because He doesn’t let us
win like we would like to. Jesus has this strange habit of messing up our
game doesn’t He? I mean, I remember my life before I was truly walk-
ing with Jesus and I thought that life was about me and my will. I was
gonna grow up, become a mega-church pastor, have people come and
listen to my stories, and then take me out to lunch. And during the
week I was gonna go golfing and take naps. Seriously, this is what I
thought being a pastor and a Christian was about. I only took Jesus oft
the shelf and out of the box to “Play Christian” on Sundays. Then, Jesus
would go back in the box until next week...or so I thought.

See, Jesus is never content with only playing the part we have as-
signed to Him because He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings, and if we
think about it, if YOU created life and then redeemed it through the
laying down of your own life, would you submit to whatever role
THEY assigned you? Of course not, you would want to open the hearts
and minds of those that you passionately love and laid your life down
for, so that they may experience all that you have for them! And this is
exactly what Jesus does. He rescues us from our own selfish thinking

see COLLEGE, p. 10

Look for the grand
re- opening of the

church library

coming soon!
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books including over 35 new
kids books from authors such
as Francis Chan, Ken Ham,
Max Lucado, Josh McDowell,
Beth Moore, R.C. Sproul,

andLee Strobel.(Yes, they all
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Bible Reading
Schedule
April 2011

Apr 1: 1 Samuel 18-20
Apr 2: 1 Samuel 21-24
Apr 8: 1 Samuel 25-27
Apr 4: 1 Samuel 28-31
Apr 5: 2 Samuel 1-3
Apr 6: 2 Samuel 4-7
Apr 7: 2 Samuel 8-12
Apr 8: 2 Samuel 13-15
Apr 9: 2 Samuel 16-18
Apr 10: 2 Samuel 19-21
Apr 11: 2 Samuel 22-24
Apr 12: 1 Kings 1-2
Apr 13: 1 Kings 38-5
Apr 14« 1 Kings 6-7
Apr 15: 1 Kings 8-9
Apr 16: 1 Kings 10-11
Apr 17: 1 Kings 12-14
Apr 18: 1 Kings 15-17
Apr 19: 1 Kings 18-20
Apr 20: 1 Kings 21-22
Apr 21: 2 Kings 1-3
Apr 22: 2 Kings 4-5
Apr 23: 2 Kings 6-8
Apr 24« 2 Kings 9-11
Apr 25: 2 Kings 12-14
Apr 26: 2 Kings 15-17
Apr 27: 2 Kings 18-19
Apr 28: 2 Kings 20-22
Apr 29: 2 Kings 23-25
Apr 30: 1 Chronicles 1-2




